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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To perform natural edge 
emphasis among colors which do not change so much in 
lightness or density by extracting chrominance 
information from color image information, detecting a 
chrominance edge from the color difference information, 
calculating the chrominance edge quantity at the 
chrominance edge and calculating a chrominance 
emphasis quantity on the basis of the quantity of the 

chrominance edge. ; ^ 

SOLUTION: When color image data of multitone which 
are read by a scanner or are stored in a memory of a 
computer are inputted in an image processor 10, 
chrominance information is first extracted from a whole 
or a part of the color image data in a chrominance 
information extraction part 12. Subsequently, it is 
decided in a chrominance edge detection processing part 
14 whether a part where a gradient of the chrominance 
information is large, that is, a part where a change in hue 
is large, exists in the extracted chrominance information 

or not and a quantity of chrominance edge emphasis is calculated on the basis of the 
chrominance edge. Then, in a chrominance correction part 16, an edge of an original color image 
is emphasized on the basis of the calculated quantity of the chrominance edge emphasis. 
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